
1 

 

RV329 (AFRICOS)  

Abstracts, Publications, and Presentations 

Published, In Press, or Submitted 

As of 15 January 2026 

 

Publications: 

 

2018 –  

1. Milanini B, Bahemana E, Adamu Y, Kiweewa FK, Langat R, Owuoth J, Paul R, Allen E, Polyak 

CS, Ake JA, Valcour V on behalf of the AFRICOS Study Group. Limitations of the International 

HIV Dementia Scale in the Current Era. AIDS. November 13 2018;32(17):2477-2483. doi: 

10.1097/qad.0000000000001968. PMID: 30134293. 

 

2019 –  

2. Letizia AL, Eller MA, Polyak CS, Eller LA, Creegan M, Dawson P, Bryant C, Kim D, Crowell 

TA, Lombardi K, Rono E, Robb ML, Michael NL, Maswai J, and Ake JA on behalf of the 

AFRICOS Study Group. Biomarkers of Inflammation Correlate with Clinical Scoring Indices in 

HIV-Infected Kenyans. Journal of Infectious Diseases. January 7 2019;219(2):284-294. doi: 

10.1093/infdis/jiy509. PMID: 30165548.  

 

3. Esber A, Polyak CS, Kiweewa F, Maswai J, Owuoth J, Maganga L, Adamu Y, Hickey PW, Ake 

JA, Crowell TA on behalf of the AFRICOS Study Group. Persistent Low-level Viremia Predicts 

Subsequent Virologic Failure: Is It Time to Change the Third 90? Clinical Infectious Diseases. 

2019; 69:805-12. doi: 10.1093/cid/ciy989. PMID: 30462188. 

 

4. Kiweewa F, Esber A, Musingye E, Reed DM, Crowell TA, Cham F, Semwogerere M, 

Namagembe R, Nambuya A, Kafeero C, Tindikahwa A, Eller LA, Millard M, Gelderblom HC, 

Keshinro B, Adamu Y, Maswai J, Owuoth J, Sing’oei, VC, Maganga L, Bahemana E, Khamadi S, 

Robb ML, Ake JA, Polyak CS, Kibuuka H on behalf of the AFRICOS Study Group. HIV 

virologic failure and its predictors among HIV-infected adults on antiretroviral therapy in the 

African Cohort Study. PLoS One. 2019; 14:e0211344.doi: 10.1371/journal.pone.0211344. PMID: 

30721233. 

 

5. Ake JA, Polyak C, Crowell TA, Kiweewa F, Semwogerere M, Maganga L, Bahemana E, Maswai 

J, Langat R, Owuoth J, Otieno S, Keshinro B, Esber A, Liu M, Eller LA, Ganesan K, Parikh AP, 

Hamm TE, Robb ML, Hickey PW, Valcour VG, Michael NL on behalf of the AFRICOS Study 
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10.1097/QAI.0000000000002760. PMID: 34267057. 
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Polyak CS, Ake JA on behalf of the AFRICOS Study Group. SARS-CoV-2 Antibody Prevalence 
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22. Gilbert L, Dear N, Esber A, Iroezindu M, Bahemana E, Kibuuka H, Owuoth J, Maswai J, Crowell 

TA, Polyak CS, Ake JA on behalf of the AFRICOS Study Group.  Prevalence and Risk Factors 
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23. Esber A, Dear N, Reed DM, Bahemana E, Owuoth J, Maswai J, Kibuuka H, Iroezindu M, Crowell 

TA, Polyak CS, Akom E, Ake JA on behalf of the AFRICOS Study Group. Temporal trends in 

self-reported HIV stigma and association with adherence and viral suppression in the African 
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24. Somi N, Dear N, Reed D, Parikh A, Lwilla A, Bahemana E, Khamadi S, Iroezindu M, Kibuuka H, 

Maswai J, Crowell TA, Owuoth J, Maganga L, Polyak CS, Ake JA, Esber A on behalf of the 
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27. Monroe AK, Polyak CS, Castel AD, Esber AL, Byrne ME, Maswai J, Owuoth J, Maganga L, 
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JA on behalf of the DC Cohort Executive Committee and AFRICOS Study Group. Striking 
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clinical similarities and differences between two large HIV cohorts in United States and Africa. 

PLOS ONE. 2022. doi: 10.1371/journal.pone.0262204. PMID: 35377881. 

 

28. Noiman A, Esber A, Wang X, Bahemana E, Adamu Y, Iroezindu M, Kiweewa F, Maswai J, 

Owuoth J, Maganga L, Ganesan A, Maves R, Lalani T, Colombo R, Polyak CS, Crowell TA, Ake 

JA, Agan BK on behalf of the AFRICOS Study Group. Clinical Factors and Outcomes Associated 

with Immune Non-Response Among Virally Suppressed Adults with HIV from Africa and the 

United States. Nature Scientific Reports. 2022. 12:1196. doi: 10.1038/s41598-022-04866-z. 

PMID: 35075147. 

 

29. Kibuuka H, Musingye E, Mwesigwa B, Semwogerere M, Iroezindu M, Bahemana E, Maswai J, 

Owuoth J, Esber A, Dear N, Crowell TA, Polyak CS, Ake JA on behalf of the AFRICOS Study 
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in East Africa and Nigeria. Clinical Infectious Diseases. 2022. doi: 10.1093/cid/ciab995/6448919. 
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30. Esber A, Chang D, Iroezindu M, Bahemana E, Kibuuka H, Owuoth J, Singoei V, Maswai J, Dear 

N, Crowell TA, Polyak CS, Ake JA on behalf of the AFRICOS Study Group. Weight Gain During 

the Dolutegravir Transition in the African Cohort Study. Journal of the International AIDS 

Society. 2022. doi: 10.1002/jia2.25899. PMID: 35419973. 

 

31. Streeck H, Maestri A, Habermann D, Crowell TA, Esber A, Son G, Eller LA, Parikh AP, Horn 

PA, Maganga L, Adamu Y, Kiweewa F, Maswai J, Owuoth J, Robb ML, Michael NL, Polyak CS, 

Hoffmann D, Hoffmann D, and Ake JA on behalf of the AFRICOS Study Group.  Dissecting 

drivers of immune activation of chronic HIV-1 infection. E Bio Medicine. 2022. doi: 

10.1016/j.ebiom.2022.104182. PMID: 35905559. 

 

32. Kroidl I, Ahmed M, Horn S, Polyak CS, Esber C, Parikh A, Eller LA, Kibuuka H, Semwogerere 

M, Mwesigwa B, Naluyima P, Kasumba JM, Maswai J, Owuoth J, Sing’oei V, Rono E, Loose R, 

Hoelscher M, Ake J, Geldmacher C on behalf of the AFRICOS Study Group. Assessment of 

Tuberculosis Disease Activity in Mycobacterium Tuberculosis Infected HIV Patients Over Time.  

E Clinical Medicine. 2022. doi: 10.1016/j.eclinm.2022.101470. PMID: 35873194. 

 

33. Esber A, Dear N, Shah N, Kibuuka H, Maswai J, Owuoth J, Singoei V, Bahemana E, Iroezindu M, 

Crowell TA, Polyak CS, Cavanaugh S, and Ake JA on behalf of the AFRICOS Study Group. 

Virologic impact of the dolutegravir transition: prospective results from the multinational African 

Cohort Study. JAIDS. 2022. doi: 10.1097/QAI.0000000000003065. PMID: 35980350. 

 

34. Shah N, Esber A, Cavanaugh S, Agaba P, Dear N, Iroezindu M, Bahemana E, Kibuuka H, Owuoth 

J, Maswai J, Singoei V, Crowell A, Polyak CS and Ake JA on behalf of the AFRICOS Study 

Group. Transitioning women to first-line preferred TLD regimen is lagging in sub-Saharan Africa. 

Clinical Infectious Diseases. 2022. doi: 10.1093/cid/ciac555. PMID: 35788648. 

 

35. Walker-Sperling V, Digitale JC, Viard M, Martin MP, Bashirova A, Yuki Y, Ramsuran V, 

Kulkarni S, Naranbhai V, Li H, Anderson SK, Yum L, Clifford R, Kibuuka H, Ake JA, Thomas 

R, Rowland-Jones S, Rek J, Arinaitwe E, Kamya M, Rodriguez-Barraquer I, Feeney ME, and 

Mary Carrington.  Genetic variation that determines TAPBP expression levels associates with the 

course of malaria in an HLA allotype-dependent manner. PNAS. 2022. doi: 

10.1073/pnas.2205498119. PMID: 35858344. 

 

36. Chang D, Esber AL, Dear NF, Iroezindu M, Bahemana E, Kibuuka H, Owuoth J, Maswai J, 

Crowell TA, Polyak CS, Cavanaugh JS, Ake JA, and Godfrey CC on behalf of the AFRICOS 

Study Group.  Non-Communicable Diseases in Older People Living with HIV in Four African 

Countries. Journal of the International AIDS Society. 2022. doi: 10.1016/S2352-3018(22)00070-4. 

PMID: 35304847. 
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37. Chang D, Esber A, Dear N, Iroezindu M, Bahemana E, Kibuuka H, Owuoth J, Maswai J, Crowell 

TA, Polyak C, Cavanaugh JS, Ake JA, Godfrey C, on behalf of the AFRICOS study group.  Non-
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Lancet HIV. 2022.  doi: 10.1016/S2353-3018(22)00070-4. PMID: 35304847. 

 

38. Concepcion T, Velloza J, Kemp CG, Bhat A, Bennett IM, Rao D, Polyak CS, Ake JA, Esber A, 

Dear N, Maswai J, Owuoth J, Sing’oei V, Bahemana E, Iroezindu M, Kibuuka H, Collins PY on 

behalf of the AFRICOS Study Group. Perinatal depressive symptoms and viral non-suppression 

among a prospective cohort of pregnant women living with HIV in Nigeria, Kenya, Uganda, and 

Tanzania: a longitudinal analysis. AIDS Behavior 2022. doi: 10.1007/s10461-022-03810-6. 

PMID: 36210392. 

 

39. Li Y, Merbah M, Bechman B, Mdluli T, Liu H, Phanuphak N, Maswai J, Owuoth J, Kibuuka H, 

Iroezindu M, Bahemana E, Vasan S, Ake JA, Modjarrad K, Rolland M on behalf of the AFRICOS 

Study Group. Coronavirus Antibody Responses before COVID-19 Pandemic, Africa and 

Thailand.  Emerging Infectious Diseases. 2022. doi: 10.3201/eid2811.221041. PMID: 36220131. 

 

40. Chachage M, Parikh AP, Mahenge A, Bahemana E, Mnkai J, Mcharo R, Maganga L, Mwamwaja 

J, Gervas R, Kibuuka H, Maswai J, Singoei V, Iroezindu M, Esber A, Dear N, Imbach M, Crowell 

TA, Hern J, Song X, Polyak CS, Ake JA, Geldmacher C on behalf of the AFRICOS Study Group.  

High-risk human papillomavirus (HPV) genotype distribution among women living with and at 

risk for HIV in the African Cohort Study.. AIDS. 2022. doi: 10.1097/QAD.0000000000003437. 

PMID: 36398743. 

 

41. Ganesan K, Mwesigwa R, Dear N, Esber AL, Reed D, Kibuuka H, Iroezindu M, Bahemana E, 

Owuoth J, Singoei V, Maswai J, Parikh AP, Crowell TA, Ake JA, Polyak CS, Shah N, Cavanaugh 

S on behalf of the AFRICOS Study Group. Epidemiology of tuberculosis among people living 

with HIV in the African Cohort Study. JAIDS. 2022. doi: 10.1097/QAI.0000000000003152. 

PMID: 36728618. 
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42. Romo ML, Esber AL, Owuoth J, Maswai J, Sing’oei V, Iroezindu M, Bahemana E, Kibuuka H, 

Cavanaugh JS, Shah N, Ake JA, Crowell TA, on behalf of the AFRICOS Study Group.  Impact of 

weight gain with dolutegravir on antiretroviral adherence and viral suppression in four African 

countries.  HIV Medicine. 2023. doi: 10.1111/hiv.13501. PMID: 37232057. 

 

43. Esber AL, Dear N, King D, Francisco L, Sing’oei V, Owuoth J, Maswai J, Iroezindu M, 

Bahemana E, Kibuuka H, Shah N, Polyak CS, Ake JA, Crowell TA on behalf of the AFRICOS 

Study Group.  Achieving the 3rd 95 in sub-Saharan Africa: Application of Machine Learning 

Approaches to Predict Viral Failure. AIDS. 2023. doi: 10.1097/QAD0000000000003646. PMID: 

37418549. 

 

44. Kamau E, Maisiba R, Dear N, Esber AE, Parikh AP, Iroezindu M, Bahemana E, Kibuuka H, 

Owuoth J, Maswai J, Opot B, Okoth RO, Abdi F, Mwalo M, Juma D, Andagalu B, Akala H, Shah 

N, Crowell TA, Cowden J, Polyak CS, Ake JA on behalf of the AFRICOS Study Group.  

Implications of Asymptomatic Malaria Infections on Hematological Parameters in People Living 

with HIV in Malaria Endemic Regions with Varying Transmissions.  International Journal of 

Infectious Diseases.  2023. Doi: 10.1016/j.ijid.2023.09.018.  PMID: 37788741. 
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H, Maswai J, Mensa-Kwao A, Owuoth J, Parikh A, Parker Z, Roa D, Romo ML, Shah N, Singoei 

V, Ake JA, Collins PY on behalf of the AFRICOS Study Group.  Associations between 

stigmatizing attitudes, perceived discrimination, and viral suppression in a prospective cohort of 
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46. Wilson S, Milicic A, Langat R, Rehema W, David G, Harrison NE, Kibuuka H, Streeck H, Esber 
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Plasma Inflammatory Biomarkers link to Worse Cognition Among African Living with HIV. 
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49. Shah N, Crowell TA, Hern J, Anyebe V, Bahemana E, Kibuuka H, Singoei V, Maswai J, Parikh 

A, Duff ER, Cavanaugh JS, Romo ML, Ake JA, Reid M, AMB Nkengasong JN on behalf of the 
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towards reaching HIV 95-95-95 Goals in sub-Saharan Africa.  American Journal of Tropical 

Medicine and Hygiene (AJTMH). 2024. Accepted. 

 

50. Esber AL, Colt S, Jian N, Dear N, Slike B, Sing’oei, Maswai J, Iroezindu M, Bahemana E, 
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JIAS. 2024. Doi: 10.1002/jia2.26316.  PMID: 39189824. 
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PLOS Global Public Health.  2025.  Accepted 
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